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December 3, 2020

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Leader McConnell and Speaker Pelosi:

On behalf of Research! America and the organizations listed below, thank you for your
vigilance and leadership during this profoundly challenging period in our nation’s
history. As COVID-19 continues to take lives, cause immense suffering, and thwart
urgently needed medical, economic, and societal progress, we urge you to address two
national imperatives:

1) Before a government shutdown compounds the plethora of challenges already
confronting the United States and the American people, please act to secure passage of an
FY21 appropriations package that bolsters the budgets of such COVID-relevant and
strategically pivotal agencies as the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Centers of
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) and the National Science
Foundation (NSF). The significance of these research and public health agencies has
never been more apparent; their work saves lives, fuels solutions for societal challenges;
creates jobs; and contributes in multi-faceted ways to individual and national security.
Please provide an increase of at least $2 billion for NIH, $380 million for CDC, $250
million for FDA and $133 million for AHRQ.

2) As the escalating COVID-19 crisis breeds more suffering, takes more lives, further
corrodes the financial self-sufficiency of the American people, dangerously weakens the
foundations of a stable economy, and hobbles medical progress needed to save lives lost
to cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, mental health and substance abuse disorders, and a
plethora of other deadly and debilitating health threats, our nation simply cannot afford
inaction on emergency spending legislation.

In addition to protecting families from financial catastrophe, restoring jobs, and hastening
an end to the scourge of COVID-19, we firmly believe this emergency package should
prevent further erosion in U.S.-driven medical progress and job-producing R&D. The
pandemic upended ongoing research at universities, academic medical centers,
independent research institutes and clinical trial sites, stalling the science but not the
associated costs. Federal grant dollars as well as research funding from the patient and
philanthropic communities were affected, jeopardizing the viability of life-saving
research across our nation. We ask that you provide at least $26 billion to reboot this
crucial research.



When our nation invests in itself, we are unstoppable. Through your leadership, and given the reality that
the wellbeing Americans and our future as a nation hang in the balance, we believe the 116th Congress
can achieve passage of a robust Fiscal Year 2021 budget and vitally important emergency spending. We
stand ready to support your efforts and express our profound gratitude to you and your respective staff
members for your extraordinary efforts.

Sincerely,

Research! America
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